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'Sir Matthe Hale, Knt. © 


Late Lord Chief Juftice of England. | 


| Containing many. Pious and' Meral Rules for humane Converſation. + 
AF ' Allo, niany. Remarkable Sayings and Worthy Actions of the ſaid Lord 
Chief Fuftice. And many other Things worth the Readers peruſal. 


Written Originally by Dr. Giliert Burnet, now Biſhop ot Salisbury. 
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The Life and Death of Sir Matthew Hale, Xnight, /ate Lord 
Chief Fuſtice of England, 


ATTHEW HALF, was Born at Alderly in Glowceflerſbire, the 
firſt of November, 160g, His Grandfather was Robert Hale, an E- 
minent Clothicr in Wotton-under-edge, in that County, where he 
and his Anceſters had lived for. many Deſcents 3 and they had gi- 

ven [everal parcels of Land for the uſe of the Poor, which were enjoyed by 

them to this day, Thus he was deſcended rather from a good, than a Noble 

Family, and yet what was waiting in the inſignificant Titles of High Birth, 

and Noble Blood, was more than made up in the true worth of his Anceſtors 

But he was ſoon deprived of the Happinets of his Fathers Care and Inftruction, 

for as he loſt his Mother before he vas three years old, fo his Father diced be- 

fore he was five; lo early was he caſt on. the Providence of God, But that 
unhappinels was in a great meaſure made up to'him :. For after ſome oppv- 
fition made by Mr. Thomas Poyntz, his Uncle by his Mother, he was commit- 
red to the care of Anthony King ſcot, of Kingſcot Eſquire, who was his next 
Kinſman, after his Uncles, by his Mother. Great care was taken of his E- 
ducation, and his Guardian intended to breed him to be a Divine, and being 
zaclined (0 the way of thole then called Puritas, put him to ſome Schools that 
were Taught by thole of that party, and in the 17th year of his Age, ſent him 
to Mag il-n- Hal in Oxford, where Chadiab Sedgwick was his Tutor. He was an 
extraordinary Proficient at School, and for tome time at Oxford, But the 

Stage-Players coming thicher, he was to much corrupted by ſeeing many Plays, 

that he almoſt wholly torſook his Studies. By this he not only lott much time, 

but found that his Head came to be thereby filled * with ſuch vain Images of 
things, that they were at beſt Improfitable, if not hurtful to him 3, .anJ being 
afterwards ſenſible of the Milchief of this, he refolved upon his coming to 

Londor,, (where he knew the opportunities of ſuch Sights would be more tre- 

gaent and Inviting} never to lee a Play again, to which ho conſtantly ad- 

hered. He was now to taken up with Martial matters, that inſtead of going 
0n.in his deirgn of being a Scholar, or a Divine,' he reſolved to be a Sol- 
dier; and his Tutor Selwik going into the Low-Countries, Chaplain to the 

Renowned Lord Fere, and he reſolved to go alo:''s with him, and to trail a 

Pike in the Prince of 0rangels Army 3 but a happy top was put to this Relv- 

Jution, which might have provet1 lo tatal to himſelf, and haye deprived the 

Age of thz great Example he gave, and the uletul Services he afterwards did 

his Country. He was engaged in a Suite of Law with Sir William Whitmore, 


retired temper,and rot made for Buiincts,he was forced to leave the Univertity, 
after h{2haq bcen three Yeats in it, and go to London to lollicite his own Bu- 
nnae!ls, being recommended to Serjeant Glanvill for his Counſellor, and he ob- 
jerving in him a clear apprehention of things, and a ſolid Judgment, 'and a 
great fitnels for the ſtudy of the Law, took pains upen him to perſwage him 
td forlake his thoughts of being a Soldier, and to apply himſelt to the ſtudy 
, of the Law ; and this had ſo good an etteet on him, that on the $th of No- 
V.mmv.r, 1629. when he was paſt the 20th Year of his Age, he was admitted 
info L11els-lm; and being then deep!ly lentible how much time he had lofty 
. and that Idl> and Vain things had over-run and almoſt corrupted his mind, he 
ietoly.d to Redeem the time he had loſt,” and followed. his Studies with a diti- 
gence that could farce be believed, it bhe lignal eftadhs of it did not gain it 
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Credit. He ftudied for many years at the rate of 16 Hours a day : he thgew 
aſide all fine Clothes, aud betook himſelf to a plain faſhion, which he conti- 
nued to uſe in many points to his dying day. 

Yet he did not at firſt break off from keeping too much Company with 
ſome vain People, till a ſad Accident drove him from it, for he with ſome 
other young Students, being invited to be merry. out of Town, one o! the 
Company called for {o much Wine, that notwithſtanding all that Mr- Huile 
could do to prevent it, he went on in his Excels till he fell down as dead be- 
fore them, ſo that all that were preſent, were not a little affrighted at it, 
whodid what they could to bring him to himſclf again ; This did particularly 
affe& Mr. ale, who thereupon went into another Room, and ſhutting the 
Door, fell on his Knees, and prayed eerneſtly ro God, both fog his Friend, that 
he might be reſtored to Lite again z and that himſelf might be forgiven tor 
giving ſuch Countenance to ſo much Exceſs; and he vowed to God, that he 
would never again keep Company in that manner, nor drink a Health while 
he Iived ; His Friend recovered, and he moſt Religiouſly obſerved his Vow, 
eill his Dying day. And though he was afterwards preft to drink Healths, 
particularly the Kings, which was (er up by too many as a diſtinguiſhing mark 
of Loyalty, and drew many into great Exceſs after bis Majeſties happy Refto- 
ratien 3 but he would never diſpenſe with his Vow, though h- was lOmerunes 
roughly treated for this, which tome hot and indiſcreet Men calicd Obſtinacy. 

This wreught an entire Change en him : now he torlook all yain Company, 
and divided himſelt between the Duties of Religion, and the $tu9155 of h:3$ 
Proteſhon 3 in the former he was ſo regular, that tor 35 Years time, B82 ne» 
ver once failed going to Church on the Lord's day ; this obfervation he 
made when an Ague firſt interrupted thac conftant Couric, and he 
refie&ed on it, as an Acknowledgement of God's great Goodnels to him, in 
{0 long a Continuance of his health. He took a ftridt account of his time, 
ot which the Reader will beſt julge, by the Scheme he drew for a Diary, 
which I ſhall inſert Copied from the Original, but 1 am not certain when he 
made it 3 it 1s tet down in the fame Simplicity in which he writ it for his own 
private ule. 

Horning. I. To lift up the heart to God in tbankfulneſs ſor renemi g my Liſe. 
UM. To rener my Cycenant with God in Ciriſt, 1. By rezeming Ads of Faith 
receiving Chriſt, and rejoyoing in the height of that Relation. 2. Reſolution of 
being one of his People doing him Allegiance, Il. Adoration and Prayer. 
IV. Setti-g aWatch over my own Infirmities and Paſſions, over the Snayes lad 
in Our way. Perimus licitis. 

Day Jmplopment. There muſt be an Imployment, two kinds. I. Our or- 
dinary calling, to jerve God in it. Jt ts a Service 80 Chriſt though never ſo mean, 
Col. 3. Here Faithfulneſs, Diligence, Chearfulneſi, Not 10 overlay my jeif 
with more Buſineſs than ] can bear, Il. Our Spiritual Imployments ; ingle 
ſomewhat of God's Immediate Service in this day. 

IRefreſ-inents. 1. Meat 4nd Drink, :M.oderatiyn ſeaſoned with ſumewh2t of God. 
Il. Recrestions. 1. Not our Buſineſs. 2. Sutable. No Games, if given u0 
Covetouſneſs or Paſſion. 

Tf alone. 1. Beware of wandring vain Iuflf ul thoughts, fly from thy ſelf rather 
than entertain theſe. I. Zerhy Solitzry thougirs be profitable, view the E- 
vidences of thy Sztvation, tie ſtate of thy Syul, the Coming of Chriſi, thy 
own Mortality, it will make thee humble 214 Watchful. 

Company. Do good t0 them. Uje God's Name yeverenily, Beware of lex t rg 

_ on ul Impreſſuun of i Example, Recetoe good from the ms if more k10W!)gs ; 

Cvening. Caſt up the Accompts of the Day. It ought amis, Heg pardin. Cr.2+ 

ther reſolution ft wore Vigilance, If well, Bleſs the Mercy and Grace of Grd 


that bath upported thee, 
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Theſc Notes haye an, Imperfettion in the Wording of them, which, ſhews 
, they were only intended for his Privacies. No wonder a Man who ſet ſuch 
Rul s to himſelf, became quickly very Eminent and remarkable. Noy the 
Attorney-General, being then one of the greateſt Men of the Profeſſion, 
took early. notice of him, and called often for him, and direFted him in his 


Study, and grew to have ſuch Friendſhip for him, that he came to be called 


young Noy. He paſſing from the extream of Vanity in his Apparel, to that 
oft neglciting himſelf roo much, was once taken when there was a Preſs for 
the Ku» g's Service,-as a fit Perfon for itz for he was a ſtrong and well built 
Man ; But ſome that knew him coming by, and giving notice who he was, the 
Preſs-Men let. hin! go; This made lim return to more decency in his Clothes, 
+ bur never to any Yuperfluity or Vanity in them. Onee as he was Buying 
ſome Cloeath for a new Suit, the Draper with whom he differed about the 
' Price, told him he ſhould have it for nothing, if he would pramiſe hinra Hun- 
dred Pound when he Eame to be Lord Chief Juſtice of England; to which he 
anſwered, That he conld not with a good Conſcience wear any Man's Cloath, 
unleſs he payed for it; ſo he fatisged the Draper, and carried away the Cloath. 
Yet that ſame Draper lived to ſee him' advanced to that ſame dignity. 
While he was thus zmproving himſelf in the Study of the Law, he not only 


kept the Hours of the Zall conſtantly in Tzrm-time, and continued then to . 


follow his Studies with an unwearied diligence 3 and not being ſatisfied with 
the Books writ about it, or tb fake things upon truſt, 'was very diligent in 
ſearching all Records ; Then did he make divers Collettions out of the Books 
he had Read, and mixing them .with his «wn Obſervations, dige&ed them in- 
to Common-place Book z which he did with ſo much Induftry agd Judgment, 
that an Eminent Fudge of the X7gs-Fercb, borrowed it of when he was Lord 
Chief Baron; He unwillingly lent it, becauſe it had been Writ by him be- 
fore he was called to the 4ar, and had neyer been throughly ' reviſed by him 
fince that Time, only what Alterations had been made in the Law by ſubſe- 
quent Statutes, and ſudgments, were aclded by him as they happened ; but the 

udge having peruſed it, ſaid, That though it was Compoſed by him fo early, 
he did not think any Lawyer in England could do it better, except he himſelf 
would again ft about. it, He ſet. himſelt much to .the Study of the Rowen 

aw, and though he liked the way of Judicature in Exglaud by Juries, much 
better than That of the Civil Law, where ſo miuch was truſt<d to the Fudge z 
yet he often tajd, *that the true Grounds and Reaſons of Law were ſo well de- 
Jlivered in th2 Drgeſts, that a man could never underftand Law as a Science 1o 
well as by {zeking it there, and therefore lamented much that/it was ſo little 
Studied in England, When he was called to the Barr, and began te make a 
Figure if the World, the late' unhappy Wars broke out, in which it was no 
eaiie thing, for a. Man to preſerve his Integrity, and to liye Securely , free 
from great danger and frouvle, He had read the Life of Porpenions Atticus, 
writ by Nepos, and having obterved, that he had paſſed through a time of much 


Diſtraction, as ever was in any Age or State, from the Wars of Marius and 


Scilla, to the beginnings of Fuguſtus his Reign, without the leaft blemiſh on his 
Reputatien, and free from any Conliderable Danger, being held ia great E- 
ſteem by all Parties, and courted and favoured by them; He ſct him as a Pat- 
ern to himſelf, and obſerving that beſides thole Virtues which are gecefſary 
fo all Men, and at all times, there were two things that chiefly preferoed At- 
ric, the one was his ergaging in no Faition, and medling in no publick Buſineſs, 
the other was his corftant favouring and relieving thoſe A were loweſt, which 
was aſcribed by fuctas preyailed ro the Generofity of his Temper, -and pro- 
cured him mich Kindneſs-from thoſe on whom he had exerciſed his Bounty, 
when it came to their teen to Govern 3 He reſolved to guide himſelf by thole 
\ Rules as much as poſtible for-, tim to do, He not only ayeided all publick 

7 EOS © Imployment, 
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Imployment, bnt the very talking of News, and was always bath Favourable 
and Charitable to thoſe who were depreft, and was ſure never to provoke any | 
in particular; by cenſuring or refle&ing on their Aﬀtions; for many that have 
Converſed much with him, have told me they never heard him ſpeak ill of an 
Perſon, He was imployed in his praice by all the Krng's party; He was af- 
ſigned Council to the Earl of Strafſord, and Arch-Biſhop Laud, and afterwards ta 
the Bleſſed Xing himſelf, when brought to the infamou3 Pageantry of a Mock- 
Tryal, and offered to plead for him with all the Courage that ſo Glorious a Cauſe 
ought to have inſpired him with, but was not ſuffered to appear, becauſe the 
King refuſing, as he had goad reaſon, to ſubmit to the Court, it was pretended 
none could he admitted to (peak for him. He was allo Counct! for the 
Duke of Himilion, the Earl of Holland, and the Lord C pet: His Plea for the 
former of theſe I have publiſhed in che Memories of the Duke's Life. Afﬀer- 
wards alſo being Council to the Lord Craven, he pleaded with that force of Ars 
sument, that the then Attorney-General, threatned him for appearing againſt 
the Government 3 to wham he anſwered, he was Pleading in defence of thoſe 
Laws, which they declared they would maintain and preſerve, and be ws doing bis 
duty 80 bis Clvent, ſo that be wwas wot 10 be daunted with Threatniugs. | 
Cromwe!/ ſecing him polleſt of ſo much Prattice, and he being one of the Emi- 
nenteft Men of the Law, who was not at all affraid of doing his Duty in thoſe 
Critica] Times, reſolved to take him off from it, and raiſe him to the Bench. * 
To thele were added the Importunities of all his Friends, who thought that in. 
time of ſo much Danger and Oppreſſon, it might be no (mail Security to ths | 
Nation, to have a Man of his Integrity and Abilities on the Bench; and the 
Uſurpers themliclves held him in that Eſtimation, that they were glad to have 
him give a Countenance to their Courts, and by promoting one that was known 
to have different Principles from them ; affeQed the Reputation of Honouring 
and truſting Men of Eminent Virtues, of what perſwaſion ſoever they might be, 
in relation to publick Matters. Not long afcer he was made a Fudge, whichwwas 
in the year 1653. when he went the Circuit, a Tryal was brought before him at 
LincoIn, concerning the Murther of one of the Townſmen, who had been of the 
King's Party, and was killed by a Soldier of the Garriſon there, He was in the 


. Fields with a Fowling-piece on his Shoulder, which the Soldier (ceing, he came to 


him and ſaid, it was contrary to an Order which the Proteor had made, Thas 
none who bad bren of the King's Party ſhall carry Arms; and fo he would have 
forced it from himz But as the other did not regard the Order, fo being ftron- 
ger than the Soldier, ke threw him down, and having beat him, he left him : 
The Soldier went into-t:.e Town, and told one of his fellow Soldiers bow he bad 
—_ uled, and got him to go with him, and lie in wait for the Man that he 
ght be revenged on him. They both watched his coming to Town, and one of 
them went to demand his Gun, which he refuſing, the Soldier ftruck at him, 
and as they were ftrugling, the other came behind and ran his Sword into his 
Body, of which he preſently died. It was in the time of the Aſſizes, ſo they 
were both tryed : againſt the one there was no Evidence of forethought Felony, 
ſo he was only found guilty of Man-flaughter, and Burnt on the Hand z but the 
other was found guilty of Murther : And though Colonel Whey that comman» 
ded the Garriſon, came into the Court and urged, That the Man was Killed 
only tar diſobeying the ProteQor's Orders, and that the Soldier was but doing 
his Duty 3 yet the Fudge regarded both his Reaſonings and Threatnings very 
little, and therefore he not only gave Sentence againft him, but ordered ths 
Execution to be ſo ſuddenly done, that it might not be poſhble to procure a Re- 
pricye, Which he believed would have been obtained, if there had been time 
enough granted for it, Another occaſion was given him of ſhewing both his 
Juſtice and Courage, when he was in another Circuit z he underſtood that the 
ProteFer 'bad ordered a Jury to be returned for a Tryal, in which- he was _ 
| | than 
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than ordinarily toneerned : Upon this Information, he Fxamined the Skerif 
about it, who knew nothing of it, for he ſaid he referre1 all ſuch things to the 
under-SherifF, and having next asked the under-Sheriff concerning it, he found 
the Jury h24 been returned by order from Cromwell ; upon whick he ſhewed the 
S:ate. that all Juries ought, to be returned by the Sheriff or his lawful Officer; 
And this not beirg, lone — to Law, he diſmiſſed the Jury, and would not 
try the Cauſe: Upon which the ProtefFor was highly diſpleaſed with him, and at 
his return from the Circuit, he told him in Anger be was not fit'tro be 2 Judge, . 
to which all the Anſwer he made was, 7-4 «t was v2ry True, | 
Another thing met him in the Circuit, vpen which he reſoived to have pro- 
ceeded (2verely: Some Anabaeptifts had ruſhed into a Church, and had difturb- 
ed a Congregation, while they receive the Sacrament, not without ſome Vio- 
lence; &t this he was highly offended, for he faid ir was enroll-rable for Men, | 
who pretended ſo bigh y to Liberty of Ganſcteace, to go and diſturs others ; eſpecially 
thoſe who bad the Encouragement of the Lats on their fade But theſe were (o ſup- 
ported by 'ome great Magiſtrates and Officers, that a top was put te his pro- | 
ceedings 3 upon Which he deciared; he would mcddle no more with the Tryals on | 
the Cro-2n ft tt, When Penruddocks Tryal was braught on, there was a ſpecial 
Meſſenger ſent to him requiring him to aſſiſt at ic. Ir was in Vacation-time, and |! 
he was at his Country-Houle at Alderly: he plainly refuſed to go, and ſaid, the ' 
four T-rms and moo Circuits were enoueh, and the little Interval that was betw:01, 
was liirde enough for their private Affairs, and ſo he excuſed himſeli z he 
thonght it was not neceſſary to ſpeak more clearly, but if he had been urged 
to 1t, he would not hare heen affraid of doing it. He was at that time cholen 
a Parijzineat-Man, (tor there being then no Houſe of Lords, Judges might have 
bee: choſen to fit in the Houſe of Ca:nmons) and he went co it, on deſign to ob- 
frract the Mad and Wicked ProjeRs then on foot, by two parties, that had very 
differeat Principles and ends. Thus he continued adminittring Juſtice till the 1, 
Proteftor dyed, but then he both refuſed the Mournings that were ſent to him 
and his Servants for the Funeral, and likewiſe to accept of the New Commiſion 
that was ottered him by Richard; and when the reft of the Judges urged it upon 
him, and imployed others to preſs him to accept of it, he rejected all their lm. }- T 
portunities. and ſaid he could att nm: longer under ſuch Authority, He lived a pti-+ 
rate man till the Parliament met that called hom*+ the Krng, to which he was re- y 
turned Knjglit of che Shire from the County of Gloucefter, In that Parliament 
he bore his ſhare, in the happy period then put to the Confulions tht threatned 
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the utter Ruin of the Nation. - Seon after this, when the Courts in Wellminſter- , 
Halt came to be leitled, he was made Lord Chief Baron; and when the Earl of 
Clarendon (then Lord Chancellor) delivered him his Commiſſion, in the Speech Y 


he made according to the Cuſtom on ſuch Occaſions, he exprefied his Efteem ot . 
himin a very hogular manner, telling hini among other things, That if «he King 
coul4 bave found our an boneſter and fitter Man for that Imploymert, be would wt 
bave advanced bim 10 7t ; ani that be bad therefore preferred him, becauſe be knew none 
that deſerved iz ſo well. It is ordinary for Perſons {y promoted to be Knighted, | * 
but he delired to avoid having that Honour done him, and therefore for a | 
conſiderable time declined all Opportunities of waiting on the Xing, which the | 
Lord Coancebor obierving, ſent for him upon BulineG one day, when the King ,| , 
was at his Houſe, and told his Majefty there was his modeſt Ch.ef Baron; upon ? 
wh ch he was unexpedtly Knighted. He continued eleven Years in that Place, 7 
managing the Court and al} Procedings in it with fingular Juſtice. It was ob- n 
I 
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{ſerved by the whole Nation, how much he raiſed the Reputacion and PraRice of 

it: Aad thole who held Pjaces and Offices in it, can aft declare, not only the | 

Impartiality of his Juſtice, for that is but a common Virtue, but his Generofity, | u 

his vaſt Diligence, and his great Exa@neGs in Tryals. This gave occafion to | , 

me only Complaint that ever was mede of him, That be did not diſpatch Marters | 
quick, 


(7) 
kick enoxigh ; but the great care he uſed to put Suits to an End, as it made him 
wer in deciding them; ſo it had this good Effett, that Caules tryed before 
him, were ſeldom if ever tryed again. Nor did his Adminiftration of Juftice 
lie only in that Court: He was one of the principal Judges that fat in Cliffords- 
Inn, about ſettling the difference between Landlord and Tenant, after the Dread- 
&ul Fire of Londen; He being the firſt that offered his Service to the City, for 
accommodating all the Differencs that might have ariſen about the Rebuilding 
it,in which he behaved himſelf to the ſatisfaQtion of all Verſons concerned ; fo that 
the iuddain and quiet Building ofthe City, which is juſtly to be Reckoned one of 
the Wonders of the Age, is in no ſmall mea{ure due to the great Care which heand 
Sir Orlando Brgdgefaan (then Lord Chief Juſtice of the Common-2?leas, afterwards 
Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of Frgland) uſed, and to the Judgment they 
&evwed in that Aﬀair : tiace without the Rules then laid down, there might have 
! otherwiſe followed ſuch an endleſs train of vexatious Suits, as might have heen 
' lictle leſs chargeable than the Fire it ſelf had been. But withuut detratting 
from the Labours of the other Judges, it maſt b* acknowledged that he was the 
moft Inftrumental in that great Work 3 for he firſt by way of Scheme, conrri- 
ved the Rules upon which he and the reft proceeded aiterwaris; in which his 
readineſs in Arithmetick and his skill in ArchiteFure were of ule to him. | 
But it will not ſeem ſtrange that a- Judge behaved himlelt as he did, who at 
the Entry into his Imployment, ſet ſuch excellent Rules to himſelf, which will 
appear in the tollowing Paper Copied from the Original! under his own Hand. 


Things Jlcceſſary ro be ContiguaUy had in Remembrante. 


I, That 3n tbe Aimmnſtration of Fuftice, I am| Judgment. 
intruſted for God, the King and Country;| X. That I be not Fyaſſ-d with Compaſſion to the 


and t kerefore, ) Posr, er favour tothe Rick, in point of Faſtice, 
Il. That it be done, 1. Uprightly, 2. Delibes| X1. That Popular, or Court- Apt lauſe, or Dtolte, 

rately, Fh Re/ſolutely.  f have no Influence into ny thing 1 do in point 
Ill. That 1 rift not upon my own Yndcyftanding] of Þſtribution of Fiiſtice. 


or Strength, but Implore and rift upon the Di-| X11. Not to be jollicitou what Men will ſay or 
rein and Strength of Gad. think, f» long as 1 keep my ſelf exadly ac- 

IV. That in tbe Execution of Fultice, I carefully] cording to the Rule of Juſiic.. 

-- ade my own Paſſions, and not give way ts| X11. If in crimmals ut be a mecjuring call, te 
them, bowcwcr provoked. inclime to Marcy and Acquittal. 

V. That I be wholly intent upon the Bufineſs I am XIV. In Criminals that conſult merely in Words, 
about, r:mi:ring all othey Carcs and Theughts,| when no more enjuts, M.deration is no Iruſhice, 
as unſeaſonable and Interruptions, XV. In Criminals of Blcod, uf the Fat b. kuts 

VI. That / ſuff.r nat my ſelf to be prepeſſ. (ſed with, dent, Severity 5 Juſtice, : 
any Fudgment at gll, till tke whelc Bufeneſs and} XV1. Io abbor ail private Solicitations, of what 
botb Parties be beard. kind ſoever, and by whom jeev.r, in Majiers 

VII. That Incucr engage my ſelf in the bogin-| Depenctryg., 
neng of any Cauſe, but reſerve my ſelf unpres| X Vit. To copurge my Servants, 1. Not to inter- 
judeced till the whole be heard. poſe mm any Bujineſs whatſoever, 2. Net i0 rake 

Vill. That in Bufine(s Capital, though my Na-! more than their known F es, 3. Not te grve any 
gure prompt me to Pity; yet 10 Confider, thag| wWndiue prec'd.nce 1s Caltjes, 4. Not tg rec me 
there is olJo a Pity due to the Country, mong ConiQh l, | 

IX. That I be net tro R'p.d in Matters purely! XVII. To be jhort and ſparing at Meals, that 1 
Conſcientious, whrre all tbe barm is Diverſity of | , may be the fitter for Buſineys. 


He would neve receive private Aqcdreſſes or Recommendations from the grea- 
teſt Perſons in any matter, in. which Juſtice was concerned. One of the hit 
Peers of England went once to his Chamber and told him, 7has brving 4 Suit in 
Law to be tryed before kim, he wa; then to acquaint bim with sr, that be might the 
better wnderſtand vr, when it ſhould come to be beard in Court. Upon which the 
Lord Chief Baron interrupted him, and ſa:d, He 41 not lel fairly ro come 20 his- 
Chamber abowt ſuch Affairs, for he never recarved any Informarion of Canjcs but w 
open Court, where bob Partics were 20 bg hear { alije; fo he would not ſytier him 7 
£0 on: Whereupon his Grace (for he was a Duke) went away no* a lirtle d.fla- 
timed, and complained of it © the King, a3 a Rudenels fifat was not to be en- 
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dured. But his Majeſty bid him conrent himſelf that be was 110 worſe uſed ;, and. 


faid, he verily believed be would bave uſed himſelf no better, if he bad gone to ſolllchte 
bim in any of bis own Cauſes. 

Another paſſage fell out in ene of his Circuits, which was ſomewhat cenſured ay 
' an affeftation of an unreaſonable ftrifneſs, but it flowed from his ExaQneſs, to 
, © the Rules he had (et himſelf: A Gentleman had ſent him a Buck for his Table, 
that had a Tryal at the Ages; ſo when he heard his Name, he asked if be was 
nor the ſame Perſon that ſent him Veniſon ;3' and finding he was the ſame, he told 
him, #e could not ſuffer the T;yal to go on, till be bad paid him for his Buck; to 
which-the Gentleman anſwered, Th.t he never ſold bis Veniſon, and that be bad 
done nothing 10 bim, which be did not do to every Fulge that had gone that Circuit z 
Which was confirmed: by ſeveral Gentlemen then preſent : but all would not do, 
for the Lord Chief Baron had learned from Solamon, that A Gift perverterh the 
ways of Judgment, and therefore he would not ſuffer the Tryal to go on, till he 
had paid for the Preſent; upen which the Gentleman withdrew the Record 
And at Saliibury the Dean and Chapter having according to Cuſtom, preſented 
him with ſix Sugar-Loaves in his Circuit, he made his Servants pay tor the Sugar 
before he would try their Caule, 


He looked with great Sorrow on the Impiety and Atheiſm of the Age, .atid ſo 


ſet himſeif to oppoſe it, not only by the ſhining Example of his own Life, but 
by engaging in a Caule that indeed could hardly fall into better hands: And as 
he could not find a ſubje& more worthy of himſelf, ſo there were few in the 
Age that underſtood it fo well, and could manage it more skilfully. The occa- 
fion thatfirſt led him to Write about it was this. He was a ftritt obſerver of 
the Zords-Day, in which, beſides his conſtancy in the publick Worſhip of God, 
he uſed to call all his Family together, and repeat to them the Heads of the Ser- 
mons, with ſame Additions of his own, which he fitted for their Capacities, and 
Circomſtances ; and that being done, he had a Cuſtom of ſhutting himſelf up 
for two or-three Hours, which he either ſpent if his ſecret Devotions, or on {ſuch 
' Ppofitable Meditations as did then occur to his thoughts. 

While the Judge was thus imploying his time, the Eord Chief Juſtice Xey1:ng 


dying, he was on the 1Sth of May, 1471. promoted to be Lord Chief ſuftice of ' 


Englund. He had made the Pleas of the Crown one of the Chief Studies, and 
by much ſearch, and long Obſervation, had compoſed that Great Work concern- 
ing them, formerly mentioned : He that holds the high Office of Juſticiary in 
that Court, being the Chiet Truſtee, and Afſtertor of the Liberties of his Coun- 
try 3 ali People applauded this Choice, and thought their Liberties could not be 
better depoſited than in the hands of one, that as he underſtood them well, ſo he 


had all the Juſtice and Courage that ſo ſacred a Truſt required, One thing was ' 


much obſerved and commended in him, that whemthere was great Inequality in 
the Ability and Learning in the Councellors that were te Plead one againft an- 
other : He thought it became him, as the Judge, to ſupply that; ſo He would 
enforce. what the weaker Council managed but indifferently, and not luffer the' 
wore Learned to carry the Buſinebs by the Advantage they had over.the others in 
their quicknels and skill in Law, and readineſs in Pleading, till all things were 
Tleared in Which the Merits and Strength of the ill defended Cauſe lay. He 
was not ſatisfied barely to Give his Judgment in Cauſes, but did eſpecially in all 
Intricate ones, give ſuch an Aceount of the Reaſons that prevailed with him, that 
the Council did nor only acquieſce in his Authority, but were ſo convinced by his 
Reaſons, that 1 have heard many profeſs that he brought them often to. change 
their Opinions; ſo thar his giving of judgment was really a learned Letture upon 
- That Point of Law ; and which was yet more; the Parties themſelves, though In- 
tereſt does too conimonly corrupt the Judgment, were generally ſatisfied with the 
Juftice of his decitions, even when they were made againft them. His Impartial 
Fattice, and great Dilgerce, drew che Chief PraQtice after him, into whatſgever, 
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Court he came : Since, though the Ggurts of Common Fleas, the E zctequer and the Kings-Benct, 
are appointed for the Tryal of Cavlcs of difterent Natures, yet it is cake to bring moſt Cauſes ins 
eo auy of them, as the Council of Attornies pleaſe; fo as h- had drawn the Buline's rcuch atten 
him. both-into the Common-Pleas, and the Exchequer, it now tollowed him into the Kings-Ber.cb, 


. and many Cauſes thas were depending in the Ezcbequer and not det;rmined, were lec tall ther'y 


ard broaght again before him in the Court to which he was now removed. Agd here did he tpena 
the reſt ot his publick Lite and Imployment: Eut about four Years and a halt atter + this Ad- 
vancement, he who had hitherto enjoyed a firm and vigorous Health, to which his great Tempe- 
raace, and the E vality of his Miad, did nota little conduce, Was on a ſucden brovgh very low by 
an Inflamatton in tis Midriff,, which in two days time broke rhe Conſtitution of his Health to lucls 
a degree, that he never recovered it: He became to Aithma:ical, that with great difficulty hg 
could terch his Breath, that determined in a Dropke, ot which he afterwards Died. He vnder- 
ſtood Phyſich ſo well, that conſidering bis Age, he concluded his Diltemper mult carry him off in 
a little time 3 and therefore he reflved to have fume ot the laſt Mouths ot bis Lite reſerved to 
bimlelt, that being treed of all Worldly Cares, he might be preparing tor his Change : He was alta 
much diſabled in his Body, that he could hardly, thu! ſupported by his Servants, walk throagi 
W:ftminfter-Hall, or endure the Toil of Butinels ; he had been 'a long time wearied With the di» 
{tra&ions that his Imployment had brought on him, ard his Proteſhon was become ungratetul ro 
him ; he lovcd to apply himicli{ wholly io better Purpoles, as wilappear by a Paper tbat he wris 
on this lubjet, which I thall here Ivfert, 

Fiſt; If F conſider the Bufineſs of my Profefion, whether as an Advocate, or as a Judge, it ts 
true 1 do achnowledge by the Taltitution of Almighty God, and the Diſpenſation of kis Providence, 1 
en bound to Induftry and F:dclityinit : And as it ts an at of Obedience unto bis Wt, it carries with 
it ſome things of Religious Duty, and I m:y and do take Comfort in it, and expe « Reward of my 
Obedience to bim, and the good that I do to Mankind therein, from the bounty, and hencficence, and 
providence ef Almighty God; aid it s true alſo that without ſuch Employments, civil Societies fans 
not be ſupported, and great Goed redound; to Mankind from them ,, and in ttcfe reſpetts the Cor 
ſcience of my own Induſtry, F:delity and jntegrity in them, is a great Comfort and Satisfattien to 
me. But yet this I muſt ſay concerning theje k mployments, confidered fimply un themſel7.s, that 
tbey are wery full of Cares, Anziettes and Ferturbatigns, 

Secondly , That though they are beneficial to others, yet they are of the leaſt Benefit to bim tLat 
is employed m them. 2 | 

Thurdly ;, That they do neceſſaricy involve the party, whoſe Office is is, in greet Danger!, Diff 
Cuties, and Calumnies. | 

Fourthly ; That they only ſerve for the Meridian of this Life, which is ſhort and uncertarn, 

Fifthly; That though it be my Duty, fuithfully to ſerve in them, while 1 am called to tbern, and 
till I am duly called from them, yet tbey are great Conjumeys ef that liitle Trme we bave teye, which 
a5 it ſeems [08 Mme, migbt be better ſpent in a pieits Cantemplative Life, and a duc provifion for E- 
gernmty: #1 do not know a betcer temporal Employment than Martha tad, i ti ſhifying ber Love 
and Duty to our Sawour, ty maling proviſion for bm, yet our Lord tells ber, That tboug b ſhe was 
troubled about many things, there was only one thing neceſſary, and Mary bad ctoſen tbe better part. 


By this the Reader will ſee that he continued in his Station upon ns other Conſideration, but: 
that being ſet in it by the Providence of God, he judged he could not abandon that Polt which 
was aſhgned him, without pertercing vis own private inclination to the Choice God had made tor 
him ; but now that ſame Providence having by this great- Diftemper difengaged jm trom ths, 
Obligation of holding a Place, which he was ao longer able to diſcharge, he relolved to reign it« 

At latt having wearied himſlclt, and all his Friends, with his importunate Defires, and growing 
ſenſibly weaker in Body, he did upon the 211t day ot February, 2$ Car, 2. Aino Dom. 167456, 
go betore a Maſter of the Chancery, with a little Parchment-Deed, drawn by Himlelf, and Writ 
een all with his own Hand, and there ſcaled and delivered it, and acknowle ged ir t0be BKarolled, 
and aiterwards he brought the Original Deed to the Lord Chancellor, and did formally ſurrender 
his Office. As foon as he was diſcharged trom his great Place, he requrned home with as much 
Cheartuinels as bis want of Health could adrwt of, being vow eaſed gf a Burthen he had been 
ot late groaning under, and ſy made more capable of Enjoying that which he had mach wiſhed tor, 
according to his Elegant Tranſlation 9!, or rather Paraphralc upon, thoſe excellent Lines ia Sev 
nesa's Thyeſies, Ai. 2. 


Let him that will aſcend, the totfering, Secs | Of publich Aion, unheard, unſcen, 


Ot courtly Grandeur, and become as great | And unconcern'd, as 1t 1 near had been, 

AS are his mounting Wiſhes : As for me, | And thus, while 1 ſhall paſs my fitert days 
Let lweet repoſe and reſt my Portzon be; i In /hady privacy, tree trom the- Noiſe 

Give me {ome mean obſcure Receſs, 2 $phers ' And buftlcs ot the mad World, than ſhall Z 
Out of the Road of Bufineſs, 'gr the tear A good old Innocent Flebeian Dye. 

Of falling lower; where I tweetly may Beat 15 a mere Shypriſe, a very Snare ' 

My elf and dear retirement {till cajoy : To bim,- that makes, it his Lite's greareſt Care 
Levnot.my Life or Name be known unto _ - To be a pubitch Pegeent,. known to: dil, 


The Grandees of the Time, toſt t00.and tro Bui Knacquanted with hint, deb tall. 
BY Ceuſures or- Applauſe ;, but let my Age 
$4de gencly by, not everpbrart tbe rage F. RA 


, (1s) 
He could not le down in Bed above a Year before his Death, by reafon of the 


Aſthmz, but fat, rather than lay in it. He wa! attended on in his Sickneſs, by a 
Pious and Worthy Divine, Mr. £v.4 Crifith, Miniſter of the Pariſh z and it way 


ebſerv'd, that in all ths Extremities of his Pain, when ever he pray/d by him, he - 


torbore all Complaints, or Groans, but with his Hands an Eyes lifted up, way 
fixed in his Devotions: No: long before his Death, the Miniſter told him, There 
was to be 4 Sicrament next Sunday at Church, but he believed he could not come and 
partzte with the reſt; therefore be would give it to bim in his own 1Zouſe : But he an- 
iwer'd.,No; bis Zeauenly Father bad prepared 2 Feaſt for him, and he would go to bis 
Fatizer's Houſe 10 partake of it : So he made bimlelf be carried thither in his Chair, 
where he received the Sacrament on his Knees, with great Devotion, whick it 


may be iuppoſed waz the greater, becaule he apprehended 1& was to be his Laft, + 


and {o took it as his Viaticum and Proviſion for his Journey. He had ſome ſecres 
uvaccountable Preiages of his Death; for he faid, that if he did not die on ſuch a 


D.xy, (which (ell to be the 25th of Novemver,) he Þbclieved he ſhouid live a Month ' 


longer, and he died that very day Month. He continued to enjoy the free uſe 
of his Reaſon and Seace to the laſt Moment, which he bad often and eameftly 
prayed for during his Sickneſs; And when his Voice was lo ſw'k that he could nog 
he heard, they perceived by the almoſt conftant lifting uvp-ot his Eyes and Hands, 
that be was ſtill Aſpiring towards that B'efſed State, of which he was now ſpeedi- 
ly to be pofſefſed. He had for many Years a particular Devotion for Chriſtmas- 
Day, and after he had rcceived the Sacramenr, and been in the performance of the 
publick W« rihip of that Day, he commonly wrote a Copy of Verſes on the Ho+ 
nour of his Savivur, as a fic Expreſſion of the Joy he felt in his Soul, at the return 
of that Glorious Anniverſary, There are 17 of thoile Copies printed, which he 
writ on 17 ſeveral Chriſlmas-Days,by which the World;has a Taſte of his Poetical 
Genius, in which, if he had thought it worth his time to have Exceſled, he might 
have been Eminent as well as in other things 3 but he writ them rather to entcr- 
taia him:clf, than to merit the Lawrel. I (hall here add one which has not been 
yet printed, and it is not unlikely it was the laſt he writ; It is a Paraphraſe on S 


#eonls Song; I take it from his blotecd (Copy not at. ail finiſhed, ſo the Reader is 


to make Allowance for any Imperfe@ion he may find in it. 


Blficd Creator, why» bcofore the Birth 4nd now thon haſt fulflld it, bleſſed Lord 

Ot Tirue, or ere the Pillars of the Farth Dilmils me nuw, according to thy Word ; 
Were f1x'; or form'd, did'(t lay that great Deſign | And let my Aged Body now return 

Ot Man's Rudemmprion, and did'lt define To Kelt, and Duſt, and drop 1nto an Urn ; 

In thine Etcrual Cuunce!s all the Scene For I have liv'd caough, mine Eyes hare 1cen 
Ot chat {tupendious Bulineſs, and when Thy much delired Salvation, that hath been 
It {hould appear, and though the very Day So Jong, fo dearly with'd, the Joy; the Hope 
Ot its Epipnany, concealed lay Of all the Ancient Patriarchs, the Scope 
Within thy Mind, yet thun wert pleas'd to ſhow | Ot all the Prophelies, and Mylterics, 

Sure glimpſes ot 1t, unto Men below, Ot all the Types unvaild, the Hiltories 

In Vikous, Types, and Prophches, as we 08 Jewiſh Church unridPd, and the brighs 
Things at a diltance in Perſpettive leo : And Orient Sun arilen to give Light 

But thou wert pleas'd to let thy Servant know, |To Gerizles, and the Joy of {racl, 

Tract chat blett Kour, that ſeemn'd ro move lof{low [The Worlds Redeemer, bleſt Emanuel. 
Through fornier Ages, thould at lat attain Let this Sight clole mine Eyes, 'is 1uſs $0 ſecs 
Its time, ere my tew Sands, that yet remain Atter this Yikon, any Sigh but Thes 

Arc ipent; and that thele aped Eyes 

Shvuld fee che Day, when Faceb's Star ſhould riſe. 


Thus he uſed to Sing on the former Chriſi-ras-Days, but now he was to be ad- 
Mmitred co bear his part in the new Songs above; ſo that Day which he had ſpent 
in fo much Spiritual Joy, proved to be indeed the Day of his Jubilee and Delive- 
rance; for, between wo and three in the Afternoouy he breathed out his Righte- 
ous and Pious Soul. iHisEnJ was Peace, he had no Struglings, nor ſeem'd to'be 
in any Pangs in<his lafft Moments. He was Buried on the 4th of Fantary, Mre 


ſ 


( 
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Righteous periſheth, and no Man layeth it 10 1eart;, and Mer:ifu} Men are taken 2» 
way, none conſidering that the Right eous is taken away from the Evil t0 come. Which 
how fitly it was applicable upan tÞis gccaſion, all that conſider the courſe of his Life, 
will ealily canclude. 

[t has appeared in the Account of his various Learning, how great his Capici- 
ties were, and how much they were improved by c -nſtant Study: He roſe always | 
early in the Morning, he loved to walk much abroad, not only for his Health, but 
he thought it epened his Mind, and enlarged his Thoughts to have the Creati.n 
of God before his Eyes. When he ſet himſclf to any Study, he uſed t> caft his 
Deſign in a Scheme, which he did with a great exaQtneſs of Methud he took no- 
thing on Truſt, but purſued his Enquiries as far a9 they could gu ; aid as he was | 
humble enough to confeſs his Ignorance, and ſubmit to Myſteries which he could 
not comprehend, ſv he. was not eafily impoſed on, by any ſhews of Reaſon, 
or the Bugbears of vulgar Opinions: He brought all his Knowledge as much ts 
Scientifical Principles, as he poſſibly could, which made him neglect the Study of 
Tongues, for the bent ef his Mind lay another way. Diſcourting once of this te 
ſome, they ſaid, They looked on the Common Law, as a Study that could not be | 
brought inte a Scheme, ner formed into a Rational Science, by reaſon of the Indi- }! 
2eſtedneſs of it, and the Multipliciry of the- Caſes in it, which renored it very 
hard to be underſtood, or reduced into a Nicthol ; Bar he jaid, He was not of 
their Mind; and (o quick]y after, he drew with his own Hand, a Scheme of the |} 
whole Order, and Parts of it, in a large Sheet of Paper, to the great Satisfa&tion 
of thoſe to whom he ſencit. Upon this Hint, ſome preſſed him to Compile a Body 
of the Engliſh Law; 1t could hardly ever be done by a Man who knew it better, 
and would with more Judgment and Indufiry have put it into Methed :; but he 
faid, As it was a Grea: and Nobie Deſign, which would be ot vaſt Advantage to 
the Nation ; {o1t was too much for a private Man tov undercake ; 1t wa: not to be 7 
Entxred upon, but by the Command of a Prince, and with the Commun cated En- 
deayours of ſume of the moſt Eminent of the Profeſſion. He had great vivacity 
in his Fancy, as may appear by his Inclination to Poetry, and the lively !Iluftrations, 
and many tender $trains in his Contemplations z but he look'd on Eluquence and 
Wit, as things to be uſed very chaltly, in ſerious Matters, which ſhould cume un- 
der a leverer Inquiry; Therefore he was both, when at the Bar, aad on the 
Bench, a gr:at Enemy to all Eloguence or Rhetorick in Pleading : He laid, If the | 
Judge or Jury had a right Underſtanding, it fignified nothing, bur a waſte of | 
Tirne, and loſs of Words; an if they were weak, and eafily wrought on, it wag | 
a more decent way of corrupting them, by bribing their Fancics, and biaſting 
their Aﬀettions 3 and wondred much at that afﬀfettation of the French Lawyers, un 
imitating the Roman Orators in their Pleadings. For the Oratory of the Romans 
was occalion'd by their popular Government, and the FaQtions of the City, (6 
that thoſe who intended to excell in the Pleading of Cauſes, were trained up in 
the Schools of the Rhetors, till they became ready and expert in that Iulcieus way 
of Diſcourle, It is true, the Compoſures of luch a Man as Tuly was, who mixed 
an extraordinary Quickneſs, an exa& Judgment, and a juſt Decorum with Þ15 $kill 
in Khezorick, do ſtill entertain the Readers of them with great Pl: alure : But at 
the lame time, it muſt be acknowledged, that there is not that chaſtity of Style 
that cloſeneſs of Reaſoning, nor that juftneſs of Figures in his 072tzons, that is in 
his other Writings ; ſo that a great deal was ſaid by him, rather becauſe he knew 
it would be acceptable to his Auditors, than that it was approved of by himſelf; 
and all who read them, will acknowledge, they are berter pleaſed with them, as 
Eſfzys of Wit and Style, than as Pleadings, by which ſuch a Fudge as Ours was, 
would not be much wroughe on. And it there are fuch Grovnis to cenfure the | 
performances of Ch2 greateſt Maſter in Eloquence, we may eahly infer what 
rauſeous Diſcourſes the other Oricors made, fince in &ratory as well as in 
Poetry, none can do [ifdifferently. $0 our Fudge wongred to find the Fretubs, rn 
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lire under a Monarchy, fo fond of imitating that which, was an i!] Effet of the 
Popular Government of Rome : He therefore pleaded himſelf always in few Words, 
and home to the Point : And when he was a Judge, he held thoſe that Pleaded be. 
fore him, to be the main Hinge of the Bufineſs, and cut them ſhort when they 
made Excurſions about Circumſtances of no Moment, by which he ſaved much 
time, and made the chict Difficulties be we'l Stated and Cleared. 

He had a Soul enlarged and raiſed above that mean Appetite of leving Money, 
which is gen-rally the Zoot of all Ezzl, He did not take the Profits that he might 
have bad by h;; Praficez for in common Caſes, when thoſe who came to ask 5 
Council gave him a Pigce, he uſed to give ba-k the half, and ſo made Ten Shil- | 
lings his Fee, in ordinary Matters that did not require much Time or Study : It 
he ſaw a Cauſe was Unjuft, he for a great while woul4 not meddle further in it, 
but to give his Advice that it was ſo: If the Parties after that, would go on, ' 
they were'to ſeek another Councellor, for he would afſhift none in Atts of Inju- 
ftice : If he found the Cauſe doubtful, or weak in point of Law, he always advi- | 
ſed his Clients to agree their Buſineſs: Yet afterwards he abated much of the | 
Scrupulotiry he had about Cauſes that appeared at firft view Injuft, upon this oc- 
caſion; There were two Cauſes brought to him, which by the ignorance of the 
Party or their Attorney, were lo ill repreſented to him, that they ſeem*d to be | 
vety bad i but he enquiring more narrowly into them, found they were really | 
very good and juſt ; fo after th's he flackned much of his former Striftneſs, of re | 
fuſing to meddic in Cauſrs upon the il} Circumſtances that appear in them at 
firſt. Jn his pleading he abhorred thoſe too common Faults of miſreciting Evi- 
dences, quoting Piefidents, or Books tally, or afſerting things Confidently ; by 
which ignorant Juries, or wea* Judges, are to0 ofien wrought on. He pleaded | 
with the ſame Simcerity that he uied in the other parts of his Life, and uſed to ſay, 
it was as great a Diſhonour as a Man was capable of, that for a little Money he 
was to be »ired to ſay or do otherwi'e than as he tioutht: All this he aſcribed 
to the unmeaſurable Debire of heaping, up Wealth, which corrupted the Souls of 
ſome that ſeem*d to he otherwiſe born and made tor great Things, When he was 
a Praftitioner, DiFerences were often reterd to him, which he ſetled, but would 
accept of no Reward for his Pains, tho' offer'd by toth Parties together, after the , 
Agreement was made; for he laid jn thoſe Caſes he was made a Judge, and a 
Judge onght wo take no Money. I; they told him, he loſt much of his Time in cons 

Adering their Buſineſs, and to caght to be acknowledged for it ; his anſwer was 
(as one that heard it, told me} Can I ſpend my Time better, than 19 make People 
friends, muft 1 h.zv2 no time allowed me to do Good in. He laid afide the Tenth 
Fenny of all he got for the Poor, and took great care to be well informed of 
proper Ov=tts for his Charities : And after he was a Judge, many of the Per- 
quſ1tes of his Pace, a3 his Divid-nd of the Rule and Box-moneys, was ſent by 
}1m to the Jayls to diſcharge poor Priteners, who never knew from whoſe hands 
their Relizf came. Jt is al;o 2 Cuſtom for the Marſhal of che Aings-Bench, to 
preſent the Judges of that Court with a piece of Plate for a New-gears-gift, that 
tor the Chi*f Juſtice being larger than the reſt; This he intended to have re- ' 
fuſed, but the other Judges told him it belonged to his Office, and the refufing 
it would be a prejudice io his Succeſt>rsg ſo he was perſwaded to take it, but he 
ſent word to the Marthal, That inſtead of Plate, he would bring him the value 
of it in Money : And when he received ic, he immediate!y ſent it to the Priſons, 
for the Reli:f and diſcharge of the Poor there. He uſually invited his poor 
N:ighbours to Dine with hit, and made them fit at a Table with himſelf; And 
3k aay of txem were Sick, {> that they cou'd not come, he would ſend Meay 
warm to them trom his Table: And he did pot only relievg the Poor 1n his 
&wn Pariſh, but ſent Supplies to the Neighbouring Pariftes, as there was oc- 
calion for ie : And he treated them all with the tendernefs and familiarity that 
became one, who conſidered they were. of the ſame Nature with himſelf, and | 
2 | were 
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were reduced to no other Neceſſities but ſuch as he himſeif might be hrought to : 
But for common Beggars, if any of theſe came to him, as he was in his Walks, 
when he lived in the Country. he would ask ſuch as were capable of Working, 
Why they went about ſo idly? If they anſwered, It was becauſe they could not 
find Work; he often ſent them to ſome Field, tq gather all the Stones in it, and 
lay them on 2 Heap, aad then wonld pay them liberally for their Pains : This be- 
ing done, he uled to fend his Carts, and cauſed them to be carried to ſh places 
of the Highway as needed mending. But when he was in Town, he Cealt his 
Charities very li>erally, even among the Street-Beggars, and when ſome to'd 
him, That he thereby encouraged Idlenefſs, and that moſt of theſe were notori- 
ous Cheats: He uſed to anſwer, That he believel moſt of them were ſuch, but 
among, them there were ſome that were great Objes of Charity, and preft 
with grievous Neceſhtiesz and that he bad rai her give his Alms to twenty who 
might be perhaps Rogues, than thag one of the other ſort ſhould periſh for wang 
of that (mall Relief which he gave them, 

The Judge was of a moſt tender and compaſhonate Nature $3. this did.emi- 
nently appear in his Trying and giving Sentence upon Criminals, in which he 
was ſtriftly careful, that not a Circumſtance ſhould henegle&ed, which might 


. any way clear the Fatt : He behaved himfelt with that regard to the Priſoners, 


which became both the gravity of a Judge, and the pity that was due to Men, 
whoſe Lives lay at Stake, ſo that nothing of Tearing or unreaſonable Severity 
Ever fell from him. He allo examined the Witneffes in the ſofteſt manner, ta- 
king care that they ſhould be put under no Cenfufion, which might diſorder 
their Memory ; and he Summed all the Evidence fo equally when he charged 
the Jury, that the Criminals never complained of him. Whea it came to 
him to give Sentence, he did it with that Compoſednefs and Decency, and 
hs Speeches to the Priſoners, direding them to prepare for Death, were ſo 
Weighty, and fo free of all Aﬀettation, and fo Serious and Devout, that many 
toyed to go to the Tryals when he fate Judge, to he edified by his Speches, 
and behaviour in them, and uſed to ſay, they heard wery few ſuch Sermons. 

But though the proneuncing the Sentence of Death, was the piece of his Im- 


. Ployment, that went moſt againft the Grain with him 3 yet in that, he could 


never be molified to any teaderneſs which hindred Juſtice. When he was 
prefſed to recommend ſome (whom he had Condemned) to his Majefties Mercy 
and Pardon; he anſwered, He could not think they deſerved « Pardon, whom he 
Þimſelf bad Adjudged ts Dye. So that all he would do in that kind, was to give 
the King a true Account of the Circumftances of the Fa, after which his 
Majefty was to Conſider whether he would interpoſe his Mercy, or let Juſtice 
fake place. His Mercitulnels extended even to his Beaſts, for when the Hories 
that he had kept long, grew Old, he would not ſuffer them to be Sold, or rauch 
Wrought, but ordered his Men to turn them looſe on his Grounds, and put 
them only to eafie Work, ſuch as going to Market, and the like z he uſed old 
Dogs allo with the ſame care : His Shepherd having one that was become 
bliad with Age, be intended to have killed or loſt him, but the Jadge coming 
fo hear ot it, made one of his Servants bring him home and fed him till hs 
Dyed. And he was ſcarce ever ſeen more Angry than with one of his Ser- 
vants for negleQing a Bird, that he kept, ſo that it Dyed far want of Food. 

' He hada generous and noble J4ea of GOD in his Mind, and this he found 
did above all other Confiderations preſerve his quiet : And indeed that was 
{0 well Eftaliſhed in him, that no Accidents, how ſudden ſoever, were obſer- 
ved to diſcompole him ; of which an Eminent Man of that Profeſhon, gave 
me this inſtance ; In the year 1656. an opinion did run through the Nation, 
That the End of tht World would come that Tear. This, whether ſct on by Aftro- 
logers, or advanced by thoſe who thought it might have ſome relation to the 


number of the Beaſt 1n the Revelation, or prompted by Mea gf ill Deſigns, 
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to difturb the publick Peace, had ſpread mightily among the People ; and Judge 
Hale going that Year the Weſtern-Circuit, it happened that as he was on the 
Bench at the Afizes, a moft terrible Storm fell eur anexpeRedly, accompanied 
with ſuch flaſhts of Lightning, and claps of Thunder, that the like will hardly 
fall out in an Age; upon which a whiſper or a rumour run through the Crowd, 
That row was the World to end, and the Day of Judgment to begin 3 and at 
this there followed a general Confternation in the whole Aﬀembly, and all Men 
&rgot the Buſinels they were met about, and betook themſelves to their Prayers: 
This atded to the horror raiſed by the Storm looked very diſmally ;- infomuch 
that my Author, a Man of no ordinary Reſolution, and firmneſs of Mind, cons 
felled, It made a great Impreſſion on himſelf. But he told me, That he did ob- 
ſerve the Judge was not a whit affefted, and was going on with the Bufineſs of 
the Court; From which he made this concluſion, That bis Thoughts were ſo well 
Fxed, that he believed if the World bad been really to end, is would bave given him 
no cox (iderable diſturbance. 

But I ſhall now conclude all that T ſhall ſay concerning him, with what one 
of the greateſt Men of the Profeſſion of the Law, ſent me an abſtraft of the 
Charatter he had made of him, upon long obſervation, and much converſe with 
him : Ir wasſent me, that from thence with other Materials, I might make ſuch 
a Repreſcntation of him to the World, as he indeed deſerved, bur I reiolved 
not tg ſhared it out in parcels, but ſet it down entirely as it was ſent me, hoping 
that as the Reader will be much delighted with ir, ſo the Noble Perſon that ſent 
it, will nct be effended with me for keeping it entire, and ſetting it {n the beft 
light I coutdz Ir begins abruptly, being defigned to ſuppiy the defe&s of 
Others, from whom I had dealier and more copious Informations. 

* He would never be brought to diſcourſe of publick Matters in private Cons 
# yerſation, but in Queftions of L1w, when any young Lawyer put a Cale to 
* him he waz very communicative, eſpecially while he was at the Bar ; But when 
© he came to the Bench, he grew more reſery'd, and, woull never ſuffer his 
* Opinion in any caſe to be known, till he was otliged to declare it Judically 
* And he concealed his Opinion in great Caſes ſo carefully, that the reft of the 
* Tudges in the ſame Court could never perceiveit; His reaſon was, 5ec1uſe 
& every Fudge otgbt to give Sentente according to bis own Perſwafion and Conſcience, 
* 41d not 10 be ſway*d by any reſpeH or defence to another Mans Opinion : And by 
% thjs means it azth happened ſome times, that when all the Barons of the Ex- 
* chequer had delivered their Opinions, an1 agreed in their Reaſons and Ars 
** guments; yet he coming to ſpeak laſt, and differing in Judgment from them, 
© hath expreſ himſe!f with ſo much Weight and Solidity, that the Barons have 
© immectiately retratted their Votes and concurr'd with him. He hath (at as a 
s* Judge in all the Courts of Law, and in two of them as Chief, but Nill where 
* ever he (at, ail Buſineſs of Coaſequence followed him, and no Man was content 
* to fit down by the Judgment of any other Court, til! the Caſe were brought 
© before him, to ſee whether he were of the ſame mind : And his Opinion being 
* once known, Mendid readily acquielce in it ; and it was very rarely ſeen, that 
* any Man attempted to bring it about again, and he that did ſo, did ir upon great 
« Diſadvantages, and was always laokt upon as a very contentious Perfon : $0 
* that what Cicero ſays of Brutus, dit very often happen to him, Etiam quos 
* contra Stetuir Aquos p!acatoſque Dimiſit. Nor did Mea reverence his Judgment 
* and Opinion in Cuurts of Law only : But his Authority was as great in Courts 
* of Equizy, and the ſame reſpect and ſubmiſhon was paid to him thexe too; And 
« this appeared not only in his own Court of Equity in the Exchequer Chamber, 
« but in the Chancery too, for thither he was often called to adviſe and afhſt the 

« Lord Caancellor, or Lord Keeper for the time heing 3 and if the Caiiſe were of 
« difficylc Examination, or intricated and entangled with variety of Settlements, 
< ao'man ever thewed a more clear and diſcerning Judzment ; If it were of 
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«oreat Value, and great Perſons interefted in it, no Man ever ſhew'd greater 


« Conrage and Integrity in laying aſide al] reſpeQ of Perſons; When he came 
«+9 deliver his Opinton, he always put Fis Difcourſe into ſuch a Method, that one 


* * part of it gave hght te the other, and where the proceedings of Chancery 


* might prove Inconvenient to the Subjett, be never ſpared to obſerve and, re- 
« prove them : And from his Obſervations and Diſcourſes, the Chancery bath 
« taken occaſion to Eftabliſh many of theſe Rules by whick it Goveras it felt at 
«* this Day. He did logk upon Equity as a part of the Common-Law, and one 
* of the Grounds of itz and therefore as near as he could, he did always reduce 
« it to certain Rules and Principles, that men might Study it as a Science, 
© and not think the Adminiſtration of ic had any thing Arbitrary in it- Thus 
©« eminent was this Man in every Station, and into what Court ſoever he was 
*«call/d, he quickly made it appear, that he deferved the chiet Seat there. As 
« oreat a Lawyer as he was, he would never ſuffer the ſtrictne's of Law to prevail 
= againft Conſcience, as great a Chancellor as he was, be wou'l4 make uſe of ail 
"* the Nicities and Subtilties in Law, when it tended oo ſnppore Right and Equity. 
"* But nothing was mor= Admirable in him, than his Patience : He didnot affect 
* the Reputation of Quicknels and Diſpa:ch, by a hafly and Captious hearing of 


*the Councel : He would bear with the meaneft, and gave cvery man his 1wi 


** Scope, thinking it much better to looſe Time than Paticrce; In f-mming up 
* of an Eyidence to a Jury, he would always require the Bar to interrupt him 
"* if he did miftake, and to put him in mind of it, 1f he did forget the Jcaft Cire 
"**cumftance z ſove Judges have been difturbed at this as a Rudenels, which he 
« always looked upon as a Service and Reſpe& due to lim, 

© His whole Life was nothing elſe but a continual courſe of Labour and 
« Induſtry, and when he could borrow any time from the Publick Service, it 
© was wholly employed either in Philoſophical or Divine Meqitations, and 
<*even that was a Publick Service too as it hath proved : For they have oc- 
© cafioned his Writing of ſuch Treatiſes, as are Þ:come-the Choicefr enter- 
< tainment of wiſe and good Men, and the World hath reaton to Wiſh that 
< more of hem were printed ; He that confiders the a&ive part of his Life, and 


' © with what unwearied Diligence and Application of Mind, he dylpatched all 


« Mens Buſineſs which came under his Cace, will wonder how he could fad 
« any time for Contemplation; He that conftders again the various Studies 
c he paſt through, and the many ColleQions and Oblervations he hath made, 
© may as juſtly wonder how he could find any time for Action; But nv man 
& can wonder at the exemplary Piety an1 Innocence of ſuch a Lite lo {pentas 
©« this was, wherein as he was careful to avoid every idle word, [@ 'ti; manifeſt 
© he neyer ſpent an idle day, They who come far ſhort of this Great Man,will 
** be apt enough to think that this is a Panegyrick, which indeed 15 2 Hiſtory, 
«and but alittle part of that Hiſtory which was with great Trutlf to ve related 
* of him: Men who deſpair of attaining ſuch pertection, arequot willing to 


' © believe that any Man elle did ever arrive at ſucha height. ' He was the 


«greateſt Lawyer ofthe Age, and might have had wharc Practicec he pleaſed, 
* but though he did moſt Conſcientioully affett the labours vt his Profethon, 
«yet at the ſame time, he diſpiſed the Gain of it, and of thoſe profits which he 
* would allow bimſelf to receive, he always ſet apart a tenth Penny tor the 
* Poor, which he ever diſpenſed with that lecrecy, that they who were r2lieved 
&*© ſeldem or never knew their Banefator; He took more pains to avoid the 
* Honours and Prefermenrs of the Gown, than others do to compals then.. His 
*© Modeſty was beyond all Example, tor where ſome Men who never attained 
* to half his Knowledge, have been. pufft up with a high conceit of themſetves, 
** and have affected all occations of raiting their own Exreem by depreciating o- 
** ther Men: He on the confrary was the moſt obliging Man that ever 
© Praftiſed: If a young Gentleman happened to bc retain'd iv arfue a point 
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: *jnTaw, where he was on the contrary ſide, he. would very often mend ths | 


* Objections when he came to repeat them, and always Commend the Gentles Þ 
* man if there were room for it, and one geod word of his was of more adyantags Þ 
* toa young Man, than all the fayonr of the Court could be; | 

Having thus far purſued his Hiſtory and Charatter, in the publick and Exem- 
plary parts of his Life, without interrupting the thread of the Relation, with I 
what was privare an4 Domeftick, I ſhall conclude with a ſhort account of theſe. 

He was twice Married, his firſt Wife was Anne Daughter of Sir Henry Moore, 
of Faly in Berkſhires, Grandchild to Sir Francis Moore, Serjeant at Law ; by her 
he had Ten Children, the four hrft Died young, the other fix lived to be all Nar- 
ried; And he out lived them oll, except his eldeſt Daughter, and his youngeſt 
Son, Who are yet alive. 


— 
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ere | 


The Concluſion. 


Hus lived and died Sir Marchew Zale, the renownced Lord Chief Juſtfhe of 
England : He had one of the bleffings of Viiews in the higheſt meaſure of, 

any of the Age, that does not always follow it, which was, that he was un:werſally, | 
much valued and admircd by Men of all des and perſwations. For as none could 
hate him but for his Juſtice and Yirtues, ſo the great eftimation he was generally 
in, made, that feiv durſt undertake to defend ſo ingrateful a Paradox, as any 
thing ſaid to Lefſen him would have appeared ro be. His Nare 13 ſcarce ever 
mentioned ſince his Death, withont particular accents of ſingular reſpe&. His 
Oppinion in points of Law generally paſſes as an uncontroulable atthericy, and is 


' often pleaded in all che Courts of Jnifice : And all that knew him well, do ftill 


ſpeak of him as one of the perfc&eft Patterns of Religion and Virtue they | 
ever faw. 
. The Commendations given him by all ſorts of People are. ſuch, that I can 
hardly come under the Cenſures of tl:is Age, for any thing I have ſaid concern- 
ing him ; yet if this Book lives to aftettimes, it will be looked on perhaps as , | 
2 Piture. drawn more according to Fancy and Invention than after the Life 3 
if it were not thoſe whq knew him well, eſtabliſhing it Credits in the preſent Age, 
W:]1l make it paſs down tothe next with a clearer Authority, 

As he was honoured while he lived, fo he was much lamented when he died: 
And this will ill be acknowledged as as a juft Inſcription of his Memory, tho" 
his Modeſty forbid any ſuch to be put on his Tombſtone. 


That he was one of the Greateſt Patterns this Ape has Aﬀorded, 
Whether in bis Private Deportment as a Chriſtian, or in his Publick, 
Employments, ewher at the Bar or 6n the Bench. FH | 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


"THe Beſt and mcſt Fxperienced Remedy for Sore or Weak Eves, that ever yet was made known 
to rhe World, being of that wondertul Efhicacy, that it intathbly diſpeis any Humor or Sa't 
Abcun diltilling trom che Head; and rakes all Sorencff, or Redneſs, or Swellings: It allo ſtrengthens 
weak Kyes ( ſometimes occaſioned, by the Smail-Poz ) and will dilperie any F:/m or Cataratt grows 
"Ss over the Eye, whereby the Sight otrentimes becomes dim : Ina tew times uſing this Bxcel- 
lear Remedy, to thole that will be periwaded to aſe it olten, . 1t will preſerve the $'ght to an 10* 
credible Ape, and read rhe i{malle(} of Prints. 1t being a Secret acquainted by a entleman n- } 
his lorg Scudy, whereby he has wrought wonderful Cures among his Relations and Aqua intance z 
acd now made Publick for the Benefit of all People that will make rryal of it, - , 
For thoje that are realty Poor they ſhall bave it for nothing 5 to Others for 6 ds the Bottle» Only 
0 bÞ ſold at tbe Bible in Ferter-Lane, near Fleet-{treet, 


- 


Co — 


